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Study Title:
Adversity and Resilience: Effects of Hurricane Katrina on Vulnerable Populations
Researchers:   Elizabeth Fussell, Ph.D. Washington State University, and Mary C. Waters, Ph.D. Harvard University
I understand that the purpose of this study is to learn about how Hurricane Katrina has affected the lives of current and former college students. This interview is being conducted by researchers from Harvard University who work with the Opening Doors study.

The interview will take about an hour and a half to complete and will ask about your experiences during the hurricane, during the evacuation and in the months following the hurricane. We will ask you about your current living arrangements, employment and educational goals, and your health and well-being. We will also ask about your relationships with friends and family, and how you think and feel about your future, your community and the world in general. It may be that some of your experiences during the hurricane and its aftermath were very stressful.  If the questions cause you any worry or distress or bring back bad memories it may be helpful to you to speak with a mental health professional.  A list of local mental health resources is attached here and you are encouraged to contact them if you have any worries or concerns during or after the interview.

I understand that the interview will be digitally recorded. However, it will be identified only by an ID number on the recording, and the recording will be kept on a password-protected computer. No one other than researchers involved in this study will listen to the recording, and the recording will be destroyed after it is transcribed. I understand that some of my stories and words might be used in publications about the experiences of people during and after the hurricane, but my name will not be used and no information that could be used to identify me personally will be included in any published material.

I understand that I can REFUSE to answer any question at any time.  I also have the right to decide that I do not want to be part of the study and want my tape erased and my interview destroyed after I have completed the study. I can do this by calling or writing to the study director at any time. I understand  that all information about study participants that MDRC and Harvard collects will be kept private to the extent allowed by law and will be used only for this study and related research. 
I may direct questions about this interview to Professor Mary Waters, Department of Sociology, 540 William James Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138  (617) 495-3947.   Email: mcw@wjh.harvard.edu
Whom to contact about your rights in this research, for questions, concerns, suggestions, or complaints that are not being addressed by the researcher, or research-related harm: Jane Calhoun, Harvard University Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in Research, 50 Church St., Room 533, Cambridge, MA  02138.  Phone:  617-495-5459.  E-mail: jcalhoun@fas.harvard.edu
At the end of the interview, I will receive a gift card in the amount of $50.00 for my time. 

Name (printed):
Signature:
Date:

Person obtaining consent:
